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April is the Month 
of the Military 
Child. At right, 
Cherio Gaono, 

a guidance 
counselor at 

Waynesville High 
School, and her 
family created 
this message 
of support for 

military children. 

Thayer 
Elementary 

students use 
their driveways 

to send 
messages of 
“Purple Up!” 
and “You are 

strong; you are 
resilient.”

Due to the potential for further spread of the 
COVID-19 virus, the Governor of Missouri has closed 
schools for the remainder of the school year. 

Per the state’s direction, “schools will continue 
remote learning for their students until the end date 
previously set on their academic calendars;” therefore, 
virtual learning and packet learning formats will 
continue through May 29, 2020, in the Waynesville 
R-VI School District. 

Waynesville R-VI also plans to continue to provide 
food services through May 29. 

No decision has been made regarding summer 
school. The Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education will provide further direction regarding 
summer school in the coming days.

The district will provide information about prom 
and graduation next week. 

Virtual learning to 
continue through 
May 29, 2020



41,346 meals! 
A new record!
The Waynesville R-VI School District with its partner, OPAA!, prepared, delivered 
and provided 41,346 meals in four days (April 6-9, 2020) to children ages 0 to 18.  
On Tuesday, April 7, the district began adding a third meal - a super snack - to the 
breakfasts and lunches, resulting in an increase in the number of meals being 
served. A super snack includes a fruit, vegetable, grain, protein and dairy serving. 
Many thanks go to the food personnel for starting early every morning to prepare 
the meals, the bus drivers for taking the meals directly to those who need them 
most, nurses for taking temperatures every morning and everyone else who 
continues to make this possible.  

     Angela Houf, the library media specialist at the Waynesville 
Sixth Grade Center, has been named the Certified Employee of 
the Month for March 2020. 
     She was surprised on Thursday, April 2, when Hilary Bales, 
assistant superintendent of personnel services, presented 
her with a virtual certificate in front of Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, and WSGC Principal Jamie Goforth during a 
Zoom meeting. 
     One of her nominators stated, “Angela is always willing to 
go the extra mile to help fellow teachers and students succeed. 
While she promotes the use of technology, she also champions 
reading. By getting to know her students, she guides them 
to select books that they find appealing. Beyond her normal 
duties, she has stepped up to help with virtual learning lessons 
in a teacher’s absence, so that the students continue to have a 
familiar face helping them.” 

Houf named Certified 
Employee of Month 

Holly Kinsley, the district’s head nurse, has been named the 
Classified Employee of the Month for March 2020. 

She was surprised on Thursday, April 2, when Hilary Bales, 
assistant superintendent of personnel services, presented 
her with a virtual certificate in front of Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, and Courtney Long, director of community 
resources and grant management during a Zoom meeting. 

One of her nominators said, “Holly is always a wonderful 
nurse, who is known for being a professional, calm problem-
solver with a positive attitude, but her leadership during this 
time has been above and beyond typical expectations. Holly 
helped provide encouragement and support to our nurses as they 
assisted with ensuring the safety of our workers and the food 
that we are preparing for our students.”

Kinsley named Classified 
Employee of Month



The following Waynesville High School students/
cadets have been awarded United States Army ROTC 
Scholarships.

1. Josh Ash was awarded a 4-Year Army ROTC 
Scholarship to Missouri S&T. Josh also was awarded an 
Athletic Scholarship to play football for S&T.

2. Zach Gorenflo was awarded a 4-Year Army ROTC 
Scholarship to Truman, Missouri S&T and Missouri State.

3. Shawn Berrios was awarded a 4-Year Army ROTC 
Scholarship to Texas A&M, Arizona State and Mizzou.

4. Katie Spencer was awarded a 3-Year Advance 
Designee Scholarship to Missouri S&T, Colorado State 
and St. Louis University.

Waynesville R-VI nurses created this collage that states, “Stay strong Missouri. We are all in this together 
- School Nurses.”

JROTC cadets receive 
multiple scholarships

Teachers, staff 
and members 
of the public 
may turn their 
Casey’s Reward 
Points into cash 
for Waynesville 
R-VI schools. 
To learn how, 
download 
the Casey’s 
App and click 
on “Cash for 
Classrooms” 
and search 
by zip codes 
65583, 65584 
or 65473 to find 
Waynesville 
R-VI schools. 



This Month of the Military Child poster was created by 
Matthew Frost, a second grader at Wood Elementary. 

Dinosaurs, compliments of Walker Real Estate, waved to 
families as they picked up their meals on Wednesday at 
Waynesville High School. 

On April 3, transportation employees received goodie 
bags, compliments of the Waynesville Sixth Grade 
Center, in appreciation of their efforts to deliver meals 
to families. 

Keira Elle Leano, a Sixth Grade Center student, created 
this artwork for the Month of the Military Child. 



The Waynesville R-VI School District Counseling 
Department included the following tips and resources in a 
message to families. 

Tips for Taking Care of Your Mental Health

● Take breaks from watching, reading, or listening to social 
media and news stories about COVID-19. It’s okay to stay 
informed, but overexposing ourselves to too much information 
can be stressful and overwhelming.

● Make sure you are still taking care of your body! Getting 
enough sleep, eating healthy, and making sure we are still 
moving around can help us take care of our mental health. 
Some ideas to consider:

○ Practice mindfulness and/or meditation.
○ Make sure to get some fresh air and sunlight, maybe sit 

by a window while doing homework/or reading, do a quick 
workout in your own yard, etc.

○ Use home workout videos to keep moving and exercising.
○ Find some healthy recipes and try your hand at cooking. 

Not only are you fueling your body with healthy food, but it 
could also be a fun experience!

● Make time to connect with others who live in your home 
or with friends through phone calls or video chats. Talk with 
people you trust about your concerns and how you are feeling.

● Practice hobbies and activities you enjoy. It’s important to 
keep up on school and work, but fun and enjoyment are also 
factors that promote positive mental health. This could also be 
a good time to try something you’ve never had the time to do. 
Sites like YouTube have plenty of free how-to videos that can 
help you learn new skills, such as new dance moves, cooking 
techniques, or how to crochet.

Resources for Our Waynesville R-VI Community
Resources For Immediate Response:
● Disaster Distress Helpline
Call 1-800-985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746. The 

Disaster Distress Helpline (DDH) provides crisis counseling 
and support for anyone in the U.S. experiencing distress or 
other behavioral health concerns related to any natural or 
human-caused disaster, including public health emergencies.

● Crisis Text Line
Text MHA to 741741 and you’ll be connected to a trained 

Crisis Counselor. Crisis Text Line provides free, text-based 
support 24/7.

● The Trevor Project
Call 1-866-488-7386 or text START to 678678. A national 

24-hour, toll-free confidential suicide hotline for LGBTQ 
youth.

● Dial 2-1-1
If you need assistance finding food, paying for housing bills, 

accessing free childcare, or other essential services, visit 211.
org or dial 211 to speak to someone who can help. Run by the 
United Way.

● National Domestic Violence Hotline
For any victims and survivors who need support, call 1-800-

799-7233 or 1-800-799-7233 for TTY, or if you’re unable to 
speak safely, you can log onto thehotline.org or text LOVEIS to 
22522.

Waynesville R-VI Resources:
• Are you looking for the special food bus delivery routes, the 

phone number for tech support, the accountability and grading 
information, etc., please check out https://www.waynesville.
k12.mo.us/Domain/1938

Additional Resources:
● Care for Your Coronavirus Anxiety at 

https://www.virusanxiety.com/
● Helping Children Cope with Emergencies 

at https://www.cdc.gov/childrenindi…/
helping-children-cope.html

● Children and Youth with Special 
Healthcare Needs in Emergencies at https://
www.cdc.gov/…/children-with-special-
healthcare-need…

● 10 Things To Do With Your Teens While 
‘Social Distancing’ During the COVID-19 
Pandemic at https://www.capecod.com/…/
that-girls-blog-10-things-to-do-…/

● https://www.stopbreathethink.com/ (Also 
available as an IOS App) Mindfulness app free 
for educators. It offers meditations specific to 
Covid-19 for both free and premium accounts.

Counseling offers tips and resources 


